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Chairman’s Welcome & Report 
 

In a national survey at the end of last year, it was revealed that Community Spirit has 

almost vanished in modern Britain with 51% of those sampled saying that they wouldn’t  
ask their neighbours for help with anything and 70% admitting that they didn’t even 
know their neighbour’s names. The same survey revealed that only 6% believed there 
was a strong sense of community in their areas. How do you think we fare in Sopley 

Parish? 

Welcome to the 2012 Sopley Parish Newsletter. 

We hope that you will find the contents interesting and useful and that you will learn 
something new about our area. I know that keeping people informed about local issues 
and events is one of the greatest challenges that the Parish Council faces. It’s a chicken 
and egg thing – if residents don’t know what is going on they can’t get involved in the 
community, and if they don’t get involved they won’t know what’s going on! 
 

Promoting and facilitating a greater sense of Community Spirit in Sopley has been one 
of our primary objectives for a number of years. Being a dispersed Parish, it’s important 
that we have as many opportunities to meet together as possible. Now, everyone has a 
different view on what they want to do; some want to be fully involved - making new 
friends of their neighbours along the way, whilst others are happier keeping to them-
selves - and there are lots of shades in between. Any position is fine, but we want to 
make sure that everyone has the opportunity to feel part of - and contribute to - our 
community. 
 
Lots of people have also been taking advantage of the monthly social and fund-raising 
events at the Parish Hall – so many in fact, that at the St Patrick’s Pub Night recently 

there were more revellers than chairs and tables! It’s good to see that after a year or two 
of running these evenings that the momentum is really gathering, and more and more 
residents are finding out what great fun and value they can be. More about that from 
the Hall Committee later on inside. We have also been greatly encouraged by the suc-
cess of the annual Garden Party - which has been gradually expanding over the past 
couple of years and now has a real Village Festival feel about it. This year’s event will be 
over the weekend of July 14th-15th and lots of hard work is already going in to ensur-
ing that it will be our best ever. 
 
As always, I encourage you to think about getting involved and helping to improve our 
neighbourhood. Whether that’s popping along to contribute to the discussions at a 

Council meeting (they’re always open to the public), volunteering to help with some-
thing like the recent Spring Clean, enjoying an evening out at one of our social events, 
or assisting with the organisation of  a larger event or project, every little helps. Your 
Council’s plans and aspirations are only limited by the number of people willing and 
able to support us. 
 
So if you haven’t joined in before, why not put a toe in the water? See what’s happen-
ing at the Council Meetings or perhaps take some friends to one of the social events. 
Hopefully, you will discover that you have something you want to offer… and, who 
knows, if you don’t know already, you might find out what your neighbours are called ! 
 

Andrew Rawstron, Chairman - Sopley Parish Council. 
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Parish Clerk’s Report 
 

Although it seems a very long time ago now, I feel that I should start this report with the  

Local Government Elections of May 2011 - which saw the establishment of the current Par-

ish Council in Sopley and the introduction of two new faces at the bi-monthly meetings. The 

Council were very pleased to be able welcome Cllr Daniel Shutler to their ranks, not least 

because he is the youngest Councillor to have joined them in many years. Despite his rela-

tive youth, Daniel brings with him a clear and level-headed understanding of the workings of 

the local agricultural economy and he is already making a valuable contribution to the work 

of the Council. May 2011 also saw a change in our representation at District Council level 

with the retirement of Cllr Chris Treleaven - who had been a very loyal friend of Sopley 

over many years - and the election of his successor, Cllr Barbara Woodifield. We have been 

very lucky in Sopley that our District and County Council representatives over the past cou-

ple of decades have always been conscientious in attending our local meetings and dogged in 

representing the views of Sopley folk at Lyndhurst and Winchester. Cllr Woodifield ap-

pears determined to carry on where Chris Treleaven left off and we are grateful for the 

time and energy that she has already given to local issues during her first year in office. I 

should also mention our County Council representative - Cllr Steve Rippon-Swaine - who con-

tinues in his office and, like Cllr Woodifield, gives generously of his time to  attend our 

meetings and represent our interests in Winchester. Steve is particularly adept at persuad-

ing HCC to invest in our local infrastructure - be it in the form of highway repairs and im-

provements or countryside grants - no mean feat considering Sopley’s small size and geo-

graphical isolation from Winchester - and we are appreciative of his persistence on our be-

half.   

   

Moving on to financial matters, I am pleased to be able to report that, after the fiscal tur-

moil of 2010/11 - when the first phase of the Parish Hall project saw unusually large sums 

of money passing through the Parish Accounts - 2011/12 has been a much more sedate year 

and the Council have managed to deliver a balanced budget without having to draw signifi-

cantly on their reserves. Total expenditure for the year to March 31st 2012 was approxi-

mately £30,000, funded by £20,500 of precept income (Sopley’s share of Council Tax re-

ceipts from NFDC) £3,000 of miscellaneous grants and fees and £6,500 from the Parish 

Reserve. This latter figure represents the combined cost of previously budgeted items of 

work at Sopley Cemetery and Shirley Green, improvements to the Parish footpath network 

and a contribution to the cost of Highways Works undertaken at the request of the Parish 

by Hampshire County Council. The Parish Council ended the year with approximately 

£34,000 left in the Parish Reserves and they took a decision last December not to seek an 

increase in the Parish Precept for 2012/13 - leaving it at £20,500 for a second successive 

year.  In respect of the Parish Hall fund, after payment of all of the remaining bills associ-

ated with Phase 1, approximately £20,000 remains in the ’kitty’ as start-up funding for 

Phase 2. Unfortunately, this is a long way short of the estimated £190,000 that would be 

needed to complete all of the remaining work - and the Hall Committee have a hard task 

ahead of them in trying to attract the necessary grant funding.  
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2011 also saw the completion of the latest phase of the pedestrian safety improvements in 

Sopley village with the construction in September of a new footpath along part of the 

northbound section of the one-way system between Carpenters Yard and The Woolpack, to-

gether with the installation of traffic calming pinch-points and carriageway resurfacing. 

The Parish contributed £6,000 towards the £18,000 cost of this work - with Hampshire 

County Council picking up the balance. We are hopeful that the County Council will be able to 

complete the remaining section of footway later this year (connecting the new path all the 

way to Mill Lane) - which should only leave the provision of a final stretch of footpath from 

the Parish Hall to Derritt Lane to tackle in 2013.  

 

Elsewhere in the Parish, the past few months have also seen some significant improvements 

to the local cross-country footpath network. A programme to replace many of the stiles on 

the routes between Bransgore and Ripley with more user-friendly kissing gates is currently 

nearing completion and a diversion order for Footpath No 30 and a new extension to Foot-

path No 17 (both situated in the area between Thatchers Lane, Green Lane and Derritt 

Lane) comes into effect this month. All of this work has been the result of close co-

operation between the Parish and County Councils and the Avon Tyrrell Estate and their 

staff and tenants - and we are particularly grateful to HCC and the National Park Authority 

for a grant of nearly £2,500 to fund the stile replacement programme.  

 

On the planning front, the District Council’s new Strategic Planning Policy was published in 

draft format for public consultation last year and the final version is due to be ratified by 

the NFDC Cabinet in early May. The new policy includes some changes to the existing plan-

ning constraints at the former RAF site at Merryfield Park - opening the door to possible 

partial redevelopment of the site in the future, on condition that the remaining land is re-

stored to agricultural, forestry or amenity use. The Parish Council have been broadly sup-

portive of NFDC’s approach to this issue and the new planning policy closely reflects the 

wishes of the majority of parishioners as expressed in the 2006 Parish survey.   

 

Drawing to a close, I hope that you will enjoy this year’s Newsletter. We have expanded the 

contents for 2012 and, in response to feedback from the previous edition, you will find sev-

eral more articles about local businesses - which our readers found to be of particular in-

terest last year. We want the newsletter to be both informative and entertaining - so if 

there are any aspects that you would like to see changed for 2013, or if you know of other 

local clubs, organisations or businesses whose activities could be included, please let me 

know. Can I also get in a ’plug’ for this year’s Parish Assembly - which will take place on May 

17th. Our guest speaker will be Gareth Owens who is working with the National Park Au-

thority on a project to record the history of the New Forest during the Second World War 

(see article on the following page). In addition to talking about the project and it’s achieve-

ments to date, Gareth is also hoping for some audience participation - so, if you have any 

interesting photographs, artefacts or memories about Sopley during the 1940s, do please 

bring them along.  

Hoping to see you on May 17th. 

Gerald Lewis, Parish Clerk - on behalf of the Parish Councillors.  
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New Forest Remembers – Untold Stories of World War II 

Few people realise the important role that the New Forest played during the second World War. Its’ strategic location 
on the south coast meant that the New Forest was crucial in a range of operations and was home to many World 
War II installations. Whilst some of these are still visible today, many more have been hidden by soil and vegetation 
or lost during land management activities. 

It is estimated that the current archaeological records provide details of only a 
small proportion of the actual sites and artefacts that are present in the Forest. 
Similarly, at present there is a wealth of untapped information about the World 
War II activities in the memories of those who were living in the New Forest at 
the time, whether they be evacuees, local residents, or military personnel ei-
ther from this country or from abroad. These people are now reaching their 80s 
and 90s and so it is critical to capture these memories during the next few 
years, to ensure that they can inform the understanding of future generations. 

The New Forest Remembers Project - which is sponsored by the National Park 
Authority in partnership with English Heritage, Exxon-Mobil and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund - intends to address the lack of survey work, knowledge and un-
derstanding about the New Forest’s role in World War II and aims to bring the 
war years alive for a wide range of people including residents, visitors, school 
children and community groups.  

 

 

Gareth Owens from the New Forest Remembers project will be ad-
dressing the residents of Sopley Parish as the guest speaker at the 
Annual Parish Assembly on the evening of Thursday May 17th. His 
presentation will explain more about the two-year duration of the pro-
ject and how the project team are setting about collecting as much 
information as possible about the lives of the people who lived in, 
were evacuated to or were stationed in the New Forest during the 
second world war. 

 

 

If you have any photographs or documents from family or 
friends associated with the New Forest during World War II 
which you would be happy to share, please bring them along 
to the Annual Assembly for Gareth to examine and discuss. 
With the owner’s permission, he may also wish to make 
scanned copies of submitted material - which will then be used 
to form part of a database of everything related to the New 
Forest during World War II. 

Gareth will also be very interested in people’s memories of the 
period, together with any artefacts (both military and civilian) 
that local residents may have still have in their procession. 
Again, if you are able to bring them along on May 17th, it will 
help to contribute to what should be a very interesting presen-
tation and discussion.  

Alternatively, if you are unable to get to the Annual Assembly but would still like to share your knowledge of the For-
est at War with Gareth and his colleagues you can get in touch with him to arrange an appointment by telephoning 
01590 646600, e.mailing archaeology@newforestnpa.gov.uk or writing to him at the New Forest National Park Au-
thority, Lymington Town Hall, Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9ZG. 

For more information about the project visit www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/worldwarii  

Members of 33 Tank Brigade, ord-

nance, recovery and repair unit at a 

field canteen near Burley. Photograph 

by permission of the Imperial War 

Royal Marines from the School of Eastern War-

fare in training near Brockenhurst. Photograph 

by permission of the Imperial War Museum. 

A P47 Thunderbolt of the American 506th Squadron at 

the Winkton Advanced Landing Ground in June 1944. 

Photograph courtesy of Col Harold (Hal) Shook. 

mailto:archaeology@newforestnpa.gov.uk
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/worldwarii
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Annual Sopley Spring Clean 2012 
Many thanks to all of the parishioners who participated in the 

Annual Spring Clean over the weekend of March 24th & 25th. It 

was encouraging to note that there seems to have been a lot less 

dumping of large items in the Parish over the past twelve months 

and most of the waste collected this year was in the form of smaller items of litter. 2012 also 

saw a record number of volunteers turning out to help - which greatly speeded up our progress 

on both days. Without wishing to embarrass anyone, and in the hope of encouraging yet more 

volunteers to join us next year, we thought that it would be appropriate to publically thank the 

following residents for giving up their time to help keep the Parish looking spick and span: 

Gordon Hickish, John & George Eccles, Colin & Deborah Springate, Arthur Westmacott, Wendy 

Mitchell, Cynthia & Norman Hiscock, Jeanne & Nigel Francis, Chris & Stella Rowlands, Sian-

Ellen Fernyhough, Gerald Lewis, Geoff Watts, Neil Passmore, Willie Manners & family, Caroline 

Paul, Penny Barris, Andrew Rawstron, Dan Welberry, Katrina West, Sarah & Tony Haberfield & 

Maggie Laidlaw. Missing from this list are two other couples - one, we believe, from Stibbs 

Close, Bransgore and the other from Sopley Farm Buildings - whose names we embarrassingly 

omitted to record on the day, but whose help was greatly appreciated. Ann Ramm, Hannah  

Welberry and Dee Dunn kindly provided refreshments for the Sopley village litter pickers.        

Particular thanks also go out to Richard and Janet Mitchell who, in addition to helping with the 

litter picking, also went round the Parish after the event collecting up all of the waste bags for 

subsequent disposal by NFDC.  
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Sopley Parish Hall Report 
 

 

It’s funny how, whenever I write a report like this, I start by reading 

through what I wrote last year, in the hope that it will somehow give 

me some guidance as to how best to proceed. Not so in this case. 

Last year’s report was a story of funding and construction. This 

year’s, however, is not. This year we have story of a community fa-

cility coming alive again after many years of neglect. 

In April 2011, we had just taken possession of our partially refur-

bished Parish Hall, having been shut down for the winter whilst a 

team of builders spent our hard fought for money refurbishing the 

main hall and providing us with a new entrance foyer and much 

needed toilet facilities. Since then our Hall management commit-

tee have tried to provide at least one major community fund rais-

ing event per month, whilst trying hard to encourage Hall usage by 

other community groups in and around the Parish. 

 

At this point, it may be worth reminding ourselves why we believe that the Parish Hall is important 

to our community, since it’s easy to forget what the aims and objectives of the Parish Hall Man-

agement Committee are. The following is a short extract from the Business Plan that we produced 

back in December 2008 (where did all that time go?) in order to attract grant funding for the re-

furbishment and development project : 

 

The Parish Hall Committee members, trustees, and members of Sopley Parish Council all 

share the same vision for the long term presence of the Parish Hall. We all sense that, in this 

day and age, it is all too easy to see community values become diluted as, for instance, 

the village Post Office closes, or the bus routes disappear, or the Public Houses close, or the 

Churches and youth clubs  becomes less well attended. You may look back a decade 

from now, and Sopley could be little more than a rather odd shaped one way system on 

the road from Christchurch to Ringwood, and we believe this would be a tragedy. 

In his excellent book “A Glimpse of Sopley” Sam Morris paints a picture of Sopley as a 

thriving rural community which has flourished in the Avon Valley for hundreds of years, 

barely recognisable from our present community environment. Whilst it would be unrealis-

tic to suggest that a vibrant Parish Hall could singularly instill community values once 

again, we sincerely believe that it is a solid place to start. We believe that the re-

introduction pre-school children back into the heart of the community is a fundamental 

move that will help cement community values into our young children, and we want the 

Parish Hall, with all its benefits, to be a part of our community life at least for the duration of 

our lease. Our primary concern at present is to increase the number of Hall users. 

 

There were many other objectives in the plan too, but the fostering of our community spirit has to 

be one of the most important. 

 

So, when we look back over the year at all the different events that have taken place we should 

be genuinely grateful at the response we have received from you, the loyal customers and 

Sopley Parishioners, along with all your friends and families. Without your support, there would be 

no point to any of this, and no need for a Hall!  
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It’s quite difficult to measure something as intangible as “community spirit”, but if we look at the 

income we have raised through our monthly community social events - all of which gets 

ploughed back into the Hall as a community facility - we can see very positive growth over the 

last year. Similarly, the earnings resulting from Hall usage (which is paid for by the hirer on an 

hourly basis) have also risen strongly during 2011/12. Incidentally, both sets of income figures are 

significantly in excess of  the financial projections in the 2008 business plan - even more remark-

able bearing in mind that the Hall was shut for the whole of the winter of 2010-11 due to the build-

ing work.  

 

But, this is not about finance. It’s about having seventy adults and children at the recent Chil-

dren’s Easter Party, and  nearly one hundred people turning up the week before at the St Pat-

rick’s pub night, all having a brilliant time, enjoying hot food and drinking heartily at the bar. I 

think I said at the time that it must be quite some years since the hall has hosted a crowd of that 

size at such an event—and that is what it’s all about! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No report would be complete without thanking our management committee, who have worked 

so hard throughout the year to provide a brilliant programme of community activities, each one 

better than the last (the current programme for the remainder of 2012 is printed overleaf).        

Ann Ramm has overseen hall bookings, with Katrina West as Secretary and Caroline Paul as 

Treasurer, all providing invaluable support to the rest of the crew. Phil Emmel, Andrew Rawstron, 

Pete Dunn along with Dan and Hannah Wellberry have all worked so hard together to make 

things happen. Thanks, too, to the Parish Council and the endless list of friends and supporters 

who help us to run events, and clean and maintain the Hall. 

 

Looking forward, we now need to get serious about fund raising for phase 2 of our project – the 

replacement of the remaining older part of the building with a super new function room and 

kitchen facilities, which will hopefully bring the re-introduction of the play group to the Hall an-

other step closer. 

 

Hopefully, next year’s report will be about funding and construction - again! 

John Eccles 

Chairman- Sopley Parish Hall Management Committee. 

Pictured right : 

The ‘Hall Raisers’, Sopley’s 

very own answer to the 

Pogues, getting ready to 

raise the roof at the recent 

St Patrick’s Day party. 
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SOPLEY WI 
 

January 10th saw our first meeting of the New Year.  As always there was a lot of catching up to do 

after the Christmas break, so the hall was filled with the sound of happy voices and much laughter.  

Our speaker for the evening was June McMillan who gave us an interesting, insightful and humor-

ous talk about an Around the World trip she and her husband completed within 29 days!!  We were 

also given the Sopley WI 2012 agenda, featuring talks about Tresco Abbey Gardens in the Isles of 

Scilly (March), Argentina (April), and the Land Army (Group Meeting April 20th).     
 

We also hold a monthly competition for members to put 

their artistic and creative skills into practice with chal-

lenges such as a ‘Winter Warmer’ (Dec), ‘Love To-

ken’ (Feb) Hand Tied Flowers (April) and Royal Memo-

rabilia (June). In addition members can join in our 

monthly Walk and Talk programme, which always ends 

with a lunch at a friendly hostelry!  What’s more we have 

a Book Club group and hold monthly Mah Jong sessions 

(winter only) and have recently started a Craft Club or-

ganised by one of our members Wendy Scattergood.  
 

In May we all roll up our sleeves and knuckle down to producing homemade cakes for our stall at 

Bransgore Fun Day, which helps to raise money for local charities - last year we raised over £600 

and sold out completely!  To celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, Sopley WI committee is or-

ganising a Jubilee Workshop on June 12th and a Jubilee Tea Party for August. The dress code for 

the latter is - yes you’ve guessed it - Red, White and Blue!!   
 

Visitors and new members are always welcome to join this very friendly and lively group of ladies, 

on the second Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm in the Scout Hall, Burnt House Lane, Bransgore.  
 

For more information, please contact our Hon Secretary, Wendy Crossby, on 01425 672992. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOPLEY PARISH HALL 

 SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING EVENTS CALENDER 2012 

19
th

 May. Curry-Oki night - back again by popular demand ! 

4
th

 June. Royal Jubilee Street Party  – in the Parish Hall Car Park from 2.30pm 

23
rd

 June. Treasure Hunt  

14
th 

 &  15
th 

July. Sopley Garden Party & Village Festival (full details on Page 22) 

22
nd

 September. Barn Dance. 

13
th

 October. Skittles Night 

9
th

 November. Quiz Night 

December (date to be advised later in the year) - Children’s Christmas Party. 

The Walk and Talk group at Old Harry Rocks 
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News from the Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy (FCRT) 
Registered Charity Number 1045352 

 

 

 

 

Looking back over the years when FCRT has had the privilege of contributing to the Sopley Parish Newsletter much 

mention has been made of the work with horses as therapists and the opportunity for young people, through them, 

to learn transferable skills. The fact that they are doing this within our community ably demonstrates the difference 

between this further specialist educational facility and an ordinary riding school. 

 

People often ask for a definition of transferable skills in the equine context. The fact that domesticated horses are so 

dependent on their human friends for their own health and safety makes them the ideal starting point for young 

people who have found regular education and the acquisition of everyday life skills daunting. 

 

Some people are motivated by football, some by classical music, some by climbing mountains, some by baking cakes 

and others by a host of different occupations. It is finding the key to unlock the door to a person’s ‘passion’ that is the 

secret to their progress. For young people who come to FCRT for further education it has already been established 

that this is horses; therefore they can learn through them. 

 

 

                                                

 

These two pictures illustrate how this skill transference can work. In the first, the student is seen learning how to 

match her steps with that of the horse. Her success with the animal she loves gives her the confidence to match her 

steps to another person ,and safely handle something less friendly than a horse, due to her new found ability to put 

her feet where they should be! 

There are of course hundreds of similar opportunities for learning. A young person who has been unable to brush 

their own hair for years can learn to change this once they see the difference between letting their horse appear for 

visitors with an unkempt mane or one that is groomed and beautiful.                                                                                                      

                                                                                              

You are invited to the FCRT 

Open Day 

on  

Thursday 

 21
st
 June 2012 

11.00 am – 4.00 pm 

Come anytime 

Refreshments 

available 

01425 673297 

www.fortunecentre.org 

Transferring through horses from 

 

 TO 

  

We always welcome visitors 

DISORDER      ORDER 

ADVANCED NOTICE 

A fund-raising Garden Party in aid of the Fortune Centre is being planned for the afternoon of Saturday 30th June at Tyrrells 

Farmhouse, Avon Tyrrell by kind permission of Angela & Robin Pease. Further details will appear on the Parish Notice Boards 

in due course. 
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Stepping Stones Baby and Toddler Group 

Monday Mornings 9:00am until 10:30am  

(Hampshire term time only and excluding Bank Holiday Mondays) 

Ann’s Lodge (opposite the Scout Hut), Burnt House Lane, Bransgore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A warm welcome awaits babies, toddlers and their carers at Stepping Stones of 

Sopley Baby and Toddler Group.   Babies and children have access to a wide range 

of age appropriate activities and equipment that they can enjoy and explore with 

their carers.  These include art and craft, messy play, parachute games, cooking, 

climbing frame and trampoline, train set and cars to name but a few.   

During the session we all enjoy a healthy snack with a choice of milk or water and 

hot drinks for the adults.  This is followed by a group activity such as singing, 

parachute games, music making or story telling. 

Over the last few months we have celebrated Christmas with a party and a visit 

from Santa, enjoyed a trip to Mill Lawn, Burley - where we fished and picnicked, 

made lots of scrummy pancakes and had great fun with an Easter Egg hunt.   

 The cost of each session is £1.50 and you are more than welcome to join us when 

you can – you only pay each time you visit. 

 

If you would like more information please contact the Baby and Toddler Group   

Supervisor, Jane Rickman, telephone no. 01425 672327 or email                     

janesbackup@aol.com - or just come along one Monday morning! 

STEPPING STONES 

 

                 
A happy and caring place to learn through play 
 

 

mailto:janesbackup@aol.com
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Stepping Stones Pre-School has had yet another fan-

tastic year! Our manager, Caroline Paul, is constantly working 

to develop the pre-school and she is supported by a dedicated 

and caring team of staff and an active parents’ committee. Our 

happy family-focussed group is going from strength to 

strength, responding to the local need for good quality rea-

sonably priced education and care for pre-school children.  

The focus is still very 

much on learning 

through play in a caring 

environment where children can explore, learn and 

develop at their own pace. We get lots of positive 

feedback from parents and children and have a 

'GOOD' Ofsted rating. Children are welcomed from 2 

years old – in or out of nappies – and there is no pres-

sure on parents to potty train before their child 

starts pre-school.  We are part of a funding scheme 

offering 15 hours of free sessions for all children 

after their 3rd birthday. This entitlement can be 

spread over more than one early years setting (which can be a pre-school or nursery or child

-minder) so parents have a good deal of choice and flexibility.  

We are always keen to extend links with our local community – visitors and joint activities 

are welcomed.  We are regularly visited by Planet Sport and this has proved extremely popu-

lar with the children. We also endeavour to take the children on outside trips whenever pos-

sible. The pre-school is always looking for members of the wider community to join our com-

mittee – this is an interesting and rewarding opportunity and if you would like to know more, 

please get in touch with Jondelle or Caroline (details below). 

A big thank you to everyone who has supported our events over the past year – ongoing fund-

raising is very important to us as a small charity and the extra money raised helps us to pro-

vide fresh resources and equipment for the children. Our families have supported other 

charities: through the Sopley and Burton Harvest collection for a local refuge for women and 

young children  and by preparing shoe boxes for the Rotary Christmas collection for children 

overseas. We also raised money by taking part in a toddle waddle for Barnados.  

In a recent survey parents described the group as 

“friendly”.....”relaxed”....”nurturing”....”homely”....”caring” 

and “happy” - so a big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who con-

tinues to make our pre-school such a special place. 

 

Contacts : Manager - Caroline Paul. Tel 07867 521583 
e.mail caroline.paul1956@gmail.com 

Committee Chair - Jondelle Bond  e.mail jondelle-
bond@hotmail.com  

 

Having fun in our outside area  

Making use of the woodland area 
close to pre-school 

mailto:caroline@sopleymill.com
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                                                Sopley Primary School, South Ripley 

      Bransgore, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 8ET 

       Telephone and fax: 01425 672343 

      Email: admin@sopley.hants.sch.uk 

      Website: www.sopleyprimaryschool.org 

 

Over the past year we have continued to enjoy the benefits of the new extension. It really has transformed the 

school and we wonder how we managed without it for so long. Our lovely new library is full of books, which the 

children really enjoy reading, and the Infants love the outside learning area. Good accommodation makes such a 

difference! An old Environmental Health Officer’s report surfaced recently; it mentioned outside toilets which 

froze in the winter, with no lights or wash hand basins. It was surprising to find that the report was written as 

recently as 1989. That does not seem very long ago - or am I getting old?  

After 2 terms waiting for an OFSTED inspection we were relieved to receive a letter telling us that, as we were 

judged good in 2008 and our results have continued to improve, they will not be paying us a visit until late in 2013. 

Our test results are important and are currently very good, however at Sopley we have always sought to develop 

the whole child by delivering a varied and balanced curriculum. 

Recently, the previously hidden talents of our admin officer, Mrs Holroyd, have been used alongside our new music 

teacher, Mrs Cooper, to develop singing in the school and to start a choir. I was delighted to hear the children 

sing in the concert at the parish church at Christmas. Fortunately, I had resisted the temptation to put the piano 

- unused for over 5 years - on E-bay! We would like to sing to an external audience, so if you know of a local or-

ganisation that would appreciate listening to the children singing, please get in touch. 

One way we make learning interesting and purposeful is to organise a varied programme of visits: taking all our 

infants to Brownsea Island, Corfe Castle or for ride on the Swanage Railway. We seem quite adventurous com-

pared to some other schools. The visits are something I really enjoy; sharing the, “Wow!” moment as the engine 

comes into the platform or they see Poole Harbour for the first time is a wonderful contrast to data protection 

audits, equality legislation or Health and Safety evidence trails! We are very grateful to all the staff, parents and 

volunteers who enable us to maintain such a rich and varied programme. It is definitely worth the extra effort 

involved. 

After a fallow year when our garden area was used by the 

builders for dumping piles of rubble, the vegetable garden is 

now up and running again. Last summer we discovered how to 

grow amazingly delicious carrots - the secret is to plant 

them in pots in old school trays and keep them in a polytun-

nel, watering the trays so the roots go down. The children 

really enjoyed eating them raw. Peas also grow brilliantly in 

the polytunnel and I always seem to have plenty of children 

wanting to help pick them. They never make it to the school 

kitchen; they are too nice straight from the pod. 

Our new pond, with the dipping platform (kindly made by the 

New Forest Conservation Volunteers), is teeming with wild-

life: dragonflies seem to be especially attracted to it. We 

have a keen group of parents raising money and developing 

ideas for ways to use our grounds more effectively. The 

money from this year’s Fete will go towards developing the area outside our new back door so that children can 

play and learn there.  I look forward to meeting many of you there on the 30th June - or at the Village Garden 

Party, where I am sure our children will be actively involved. 

Lastly, a big thank you to everyone in the local community who supports the school in so many different ways.  

 
Martin Sheret, Headteacher Sopley Primary School 

WHERE INDIVIDUALS THRIVE 

Children from Sopley School with some of their bumper 

crop of carrots ! 

mailto:admin@sopley.hants.sch.uk
http://www.sopleyprimaryschool.org/
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NEWS FROM AVON TYRRELL … 
 

Communication: The Avon Tyrrell website is about 
to undergo a transformation, to make it much easier 
to access all you want to find out.  David Watts is the 
Centre’s Manager and his entertaining Blog of life 
hereis a great way of keeping up to date with Avon 
Tyrrell news go to www.avontyrrell.org.uk and click 
on the link, bottom right of the home page. 

Boathouse: There has been a plan to improve the 
area down by the lake for some time, where the ca-
noes are stored and we’re close to seeing all the 
hard work come to fruition, with completion likely in 
2013 – now the hard work of fundraising starts!  As 
well as storage, this building will also give the site 
much needed extra facilities, as it will have toilets 
and showers with eco power. 
  
Activities: 
Do please know that all ‘profit’ from published 
activities go towards the core running costs of 
the charity UK Youth, whose home is Avon Tyr-
rell. 
 

Drop in Activity Sessions – just ring to see what’s 
on and try something new for £10 per person. Have 
a swim in peak season in the open pool for £3 per 
person. 
School Holiday Fundays – for 8-15 year olds a 
whole day is £21 per child.  Bring your own lunch or 
buy one of our Chef’s prepared packed lunches. 

Tyrrell’s Bike Tracks – so much fun on your door-
step!  We have tracks for all abilities, ranging from 

the Blue Track to the Pump & Gravity Track (which 

was funded in part from the Big Bike Bash fundrais-
ing effort).  

Volunteers: since the last newsletter was sent to you in 
the Summer of 2011, Avon Tyrrell has continued to reap 
the benefits from many more corporate volunteering 
days – typically ground clearance and specifically the 
rhododendrons.   Do come along and see the efforts of 
so many - sign in at Reception, and take  stroll round the 
65 acres here as it really is a fabulous way to spend 
some time in the great outdoors.  Do you have group or 
corporate connections and want to make a difference 
here too – either for a volunteering day or come for a 
team building day?  Get in contact with our Bookings 
Team who can give you more information, or visit the 
Avon Tyrrell website. 
 
Big Bike Bash: a little under £10,000 was raised in 
2011, from the Big Bike Bash which is a fantastic  family 
event – this is a mini mountain bike festival right on your 
doorstep.  This money has been used on the bike tracks 
here, for use by all throughout the year. The volunteer 
organisers are building on the success of the 2011 
event, but not much bigger, just better!  So join in with 
400 other people for a great weekend of biking and mu-
sic fun!  For all the information you’ll need and to buy 
tickets (almost a quarter have gone already!) for the 
weekend of 18/19 August go to www.bigbikebash.co.uk.  
We are looking for sponsors, to cover the core running 
costs to make this amazing event raise as much money 
as possible, so to help please contact Anne Collins, 
Fundraising Officer via anne.c@ukyouth.org. 

And here is a list of the 2012 events at Avon Tyrrell-
for your calendar : 
 

Aug 18 & 19 - Big Bike Bash 

Sept 9 - Avon Tyrrell Open Day 11.00am - 3.00pm 

Oct 28 - Halloween Trick or Treat Trail 4.00 - 7.00pm 

Dec 9 - Christmas Fayre 4.00 - 7.00pm 

For all bookings and details of ‘Tyrrell’s Kitchen’ 
menu for home-cooked food, snacks and drinks, 
ring  the Avon Tyrrell’s Booking Team on 01425 
672347 or email bookings@ukyouth.org or visit the 
website. 

Become an Avon Tyrrell & UK Youth Friend – 
please contact anne.c@ukyouth.org for details. 

 

You are most welcome to visit and see what we are up to or to find out more about Avon Tyrrell Outdoor 

Activity Centre, the home of national charity UK Youth, and the many varied opportunities we offer so 

please ring us on 01425 672347 or email info@ukyouth.org.  

http://www.avontyrrell.org.uk/
http://www.bigbikebash.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@ukyouth.org
mailto:anne.c@ukyouth.org
mailto:info@ukyouth.org
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THE FOLLOWING UPDATES YOU ON THE WIDER 
ACTIVITIES OF UK YOUTH AROUND THE UK. … 
 
 

E-news:  if you  would like to receive regular news like 
this we can add you to our mailing list for e-newsletters -  
please email jo@ukyouth.org who will add you to our 
list. 

Programme News 

Cycling: The Charity’s President, Nigel Mansell CBE 
has committed to remaining team owner in 2012 for 
Team UK Youth, a professional cycling team represent-
ing the work and values of UK Youth.  The website is 
great, so go to www.teamukyouth.co.uk for lots more 
information. 

 

 
 

UK Youth Fundraising events in 2012, in addition to 
those planned at Avon Tyrrell … 

April 22      - London Marathon 

June 11                 - Gala Dinner at Canary Wharf 
June 21-24    - London to Paris Cycle Ride 

September 28      - Nigel Mansell Golf Classic 

September 5-9   - Alpine Challenge Cycle Ride 
September 14-16 - Festival of Sport, Cornwall 
September 22   - London Triathlon – places available 

October 9-11   - Art for Youth London. RCA 

October 23-27   - Art for Youth North 

October 24-28   - Art for Youth Sheffield 

November  4   - New York Marathon  

Royal award ceremony: Young people's commitment to 
changing their communities was celebrated at the Hear-
ing Unheard Voices Awards at St James' Palace in 
November 2011.  The awards were presented by UK 
Youth's Patron HRH The Princess Royal. There were 
120 entrants and 8 winners were announced, including 
'most creative campaign', 'best local campaign' and 
'biggest impact'.  Sway was so impressed by these 
Awards he name checked Nigel Mansell in his latest sin-
gle, ‘Still Speeding’, and is now a UK Youth Ambassa-
dor! 
 
 

United Futures: UK Youth is working with Business in 
the Community and the National Children's Bureau  
to develop a simple model for brokering relationships 
between the business and youth sectors at a national, 
regional and local level. The initiative is part of the gov-
ernment's Positive for Youth strategy, announced early 
in the year.  This article is extended on the UK Youth 
website. 
 
 

Fundraising Pack: if you would like to do some fund-
raising for UK Youth and Avon Tyrrell, we now have a 
super new fundraising pack which can be sent to you or 
found on the website, www.ukyouth.org. There are many 
different ways to help the charity UK Youth, ways to help 
Avon Tyrrell. 

 
 

How would your fundraising make a difference? 

 
 

Here are some examples:  

£35 pays for a young person 
to achieve our nationally rec-
ognised Youth Achievement 
Award. 
 

£80 pays for a young person 
to attend a Youth Achievement 
Foundation for one day. 
 

£250 pays for a week’s full 
board activity break at Avon 

Tyrrell for one young person. 

If you’d like more information about any of the events detailed above or how you can use the 

fundraising pack to create your own event, or become a Friend, please contact Anne Collins, 

Fundraising Officer on 01425 672347 X 452 or via email to anne.c@ukyouth.org. 

mailto:jo@ukyouth.org
http://www.teamukyouth.co.uk/
http://www.ukyouth.org/
mailto:anne.c@ukyouth.org
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You may recall that in last year’s Sopley Parish Newsletter, we ran an article publicising 

the formation in 2010 of a new rural policing unit for the New Forest Area - called 

‘Forest Watch’ . The Forest Watch approach to rural policing has now been taken up 

across the entire Hampshire Constabulary Area - fronted by Chief Inspector Kory 

Thorne (pictured left) who leads on rural issues for Hampshire Constabulary and 

chairs the Rural Issues Group.  

In explaining the strategy of establishing the new ‘Country Watch’ service across the 

whole of Hampshire, Chief Inspector Thorne said :"Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 

are predominantly rural counties. The rural geography of this area presents unique 

policing challenges for Hampshire Constabulary. Preventing and detecting crime is 

often harder due to the fact that there may be fewer witnesses to criminal activity and 

there are greater opportunities for criminals to target isolated properties and businesses. Rural Safer Neighbour-

hood teams have been working hard in rural towns and villages to identify priorities and solve community prob-

lems. Hampshire Constabulary however, has recognised that more can be done to enhance service delivery in ru-

ral areas. For this reason Country Watch has been expanded and is now being established across the three geo-

graphical policing areas of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. The main aims of Country Watch are to reduce rural 

crime, reassure rural residents and to improve communication and engagement. Country Watch officers will be 

working closely with Safer Neighbourhood teams to identify, and disrupt through proactive operations, those in-

tent on committing offences in our rural areas”.  

The New Forest (together with the lower Test Valley) is now part of the Western Hamp-

shire Country Watch Area and the rural policing team is lead by Sgt Louise Hubble - who 

previously held a similar role as part of the old ‘Forest Watch’ scheme in the New Forest.  

The policing priorities for the Western Country Watch team are currently: 

 Rural Theft (Agricultural theft and theft from motor vehicles in rural car parks) 

 Poaching (including deer, fish, hare and game birds) 

 Fly Tipping 

 Off-road motor vehicles 

 Arson 

 

In addition to her own team members, Sgt Hubble can call on assistance from police 

officers serving with the Safer Neighbourhood Teams and expert help from colleagues in a wide range of other 

partner agencies including the Environment Agency, Forestry Commission, Natural England, Hampshire Fire and 

Rescue Service, National Farmers Union and New Forest District Council.  

 

The Western Country Watch Team take a very pro-active approach to their role and have now established good 

lines of communication with the Town and Parish Councils, farmers and landowners in their area. Sgt Hubble pro-

vides the Parish Council with a weekly e.mail bulletin explaining the key deployments of her team over the preced-

ing seven days, together with details of all reported crimes, alerts in respect of suspicious incidents and vehicles  

and the outcomes of any previous investigations. In a new initiative, Sgt Hubble is also organising a series of local 

evening meetings with geographically grouped Parishes - one of the first of 

which will be held in Sopley on Wednesday April 18th - unfortunately just before 

this newsletter goes to press. Details of follow-up meetings to be held later in the 

year will be posted on the Parish Notice boards and on the Website. 
  

To contact Sgt Hubble and her colleagues, or to report any non-emergency rural 

crime issues in the New Forest, telephone 101 and ask to be connected to the 

Western Countrywatch Team.  

Alternatively, e-mail countrywatch@hampshire.pnn.police.uk, marking your e.mail 

for the attention of the Western Team. The local Safer Neighbourhood Officers 

for Sopley - PCs Helen Haines and Jonathan Spencer can be contacted at ring-

wood.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk -  or via the 101 telephone number. 



 

17 

 

 

 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S ACCREDITED COMMUNITY SAFETY OFFICER 
SERVICE 

As part of Hampshire County Council's commitment to building strong and safe communities, Accredited Community 
Safety Officers (ACSOs) are now patrolling the streets of towns and villages in the New Forest to combat low-level 
crime & anti-social behaviour. 

What the Community Safety Service does 

The service operates high visibility patrols with clearly uniformed officers and marked vans. Officers also patrol on 
foot to provide a reassuring presence in the community and act as a deterrent to anti-social behaviour. The officers 
deal with anti-social behaviour and will make interventions that aim to change behaviour and prevent low level crime, 
for example behaviour that causes injury, alarm and distress to another person or damage to another person's prop-
erty. The officers generally give advice and issue warnings first but, where appropriate, they will issue fixed penalty 
notices for behaviour outlined above and for other offences as authorised under the Hampshire Constabulary Com-
munity Safety Accreditation Scheme. 

What the Community Safety Service does not do 

The CSS does not provide an emergency service. The service is based on intelligence and information obtained by 
working closely with partner organisations, particularly the police. Apart from the dealing with the type of offences 
outlined above, as and when they come across them, Community Safety Officers will normally plan their patrols in 
advance and are not on standby to respond to emergency situations - which are the responsibility of the police force. 

How does the Community Safety Service patrol 

The ACSOs work closely with the Police and other local agencies to identify problems and set priorities. They patrol 
on foot, in vans and on mountain bikes.  Hours of duty vary to meet local needs.  Hotspots are targeted working in 
partnership with the Police and district council teams. ACSOs will be responsive to public and business concerns 
and will take action as soon as possible. However, priorities will normally be set in liaison with the Police and other 
agencies. The aim is to target persistent problems and where it is appropriate for the service to act these problem 
areas will become part of their regular patrol schedule. 

Who are the ACSOs responsible for covering Sopley Parish 

The ACSOs who cover Sopley Parish (together with the rural Northern and Western sectors of the New Forest) are 

Dean Birch and Kirstie Harding. They can be contacted by e.mail at acso.western@hants.gov.uk or by telephoning  

0845 600 1747  

 

 SOPLEY VILLAGE PHONE BOX 

During 2011, BT offered the Parish Council the opportunity to ‘adopt’ 

the redundant telephone kiosk outside of Peppercorns Art Gallery. 

Rather than see it taken away and destroyed - and in exchange for the 

princely sum of £1.00 - the Parish Council have now taken over the box 

and are seeking ideas from the community as to the best use that can 

be made of it. In other Parishes, the redundant boxes have been used 

for a wide variety of purposes including mini lending libraries, informa-

tion exchanges, wi-fi hot-spots, galleries and farm shops ! If you have 

any suggestions for a practical or artistic use for the Sopley Box, please 

contact the Parish Council with your idea. In the interim, a big vote of 

thanks is due to Peter and Dee Dunn - who have very generously 

given their time to cleaning and repainting the old box to prevent it 

deteriorating further.   
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COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 
 

Speeding traffic is one of the biggest community concerns in rural areas and in our 2006 Community 

Survey almost all respondents in Sopley reported being affected  - and occasionally endangered - by 

speeding vehicles and inconsiderate drivers. In response, the Parish Council managed to persuade 

Hampshire County Council to introduce new 30mph limits in Avon and Ripley villages - and to extend 

the existing 30mph zone in Sopley. However, to be effective, the speed zones do need to be policed 

and, despite occasional visits from a mobile speed camera unit and the periodic siting of an elec-

tronic speed warning device, the limited resources that Hampshire Constabulary are able to deploy 

in our area mean that the speed limits are all too frequently ignored.      

 

In response to similar problems across the County, 2011 saw the launch of Hampshire Constabulary’s 

‘Community SpeedWatch’ initiative. Community SpeedWatch is a vehicle-speed monitoring scheme co

-ordinated by Hampshire Constabulary - through the local Police Safer Neighbourhood Teams - but 

operated by community volunteers. 

 

How does it work? 

SpeedWatch can only operate on roads with a speed limit of 30 mph and under. Community volun-

teers work alongside Hampshire Constabulary officers to identify vehicles which exceed the speed 

limit - speeds being measured mainly through the use of the electronic speed indicator devices 

(SIDS) and vehicle details being collated manually The vehicle data and details of the alleged speed-

ing offence will then be entered onto a Police database and the registered owner of the vehicle will 

be sent a letter telling them that their vehicle was seen exceeding the speed limit, explaining how 

this affects the local community and asking them not to do so in the future. If the same registra-

tion number is logged again within 12 months the owner will receive a warning that if the vehicle is 

seen speeding for a third time the details will be passed to a police officer who may take further 

action. Commercial vehicles or vehicles that belong to companies will have a separate letter sent to 

the local transport manager and the roads policing unit will be made aware. 
 

What next? 

Our local Safer Neighbourhood Officer, PC Haines, has offered to set up a Community SpeedWatch 

in Sopley - subject to there being enough community interest to provide a pool of volunteers who can 

be trained to undertake periodic monitoring of traffic speeds. Volunteers must be aged at least 17 

years and each scheme needs a minimum of six. Prospective volunteers will need to complete an ap-

plication form and go through a vetting process - which can take up to six weeks to clear. Specialist 

training will be given to volunteers and any local travelling or out of pocket expenses will be covered. 

Community volunteers working on the roadside will be given use of high visibility jackets, wet 

weather equipment, road side signs and equipment to monitor speed and record vehicle details. Vol-

unteers will be covered under Hampshire Constabulary’s public liability insurance for roadside work-

ing. 
 

Interested? 

To date, and following a presentation that she made at a Parish Council meeting last autumn, PC 

Haines only has two volunteers for the Sopley SpeedWatch scheme - which means that, at present, 

it will not be able to go ahead. We need at least 4 more residents to offer their services - so, if you 

are interested, could you please let the Parish Clerk know - or contact PC Helen Haines directly via 

either the 101 number or by e.mail at helen.haines@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
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BEWARE - WEBMASTERS AT WORK ! 
 

Those Parishioners who occasionally use the Par-

ish Council and Parish Hall websites to search for    

information, check about forthcoming events or 

make contact with the Councillors will be aware 

that both sites are under- going maintenance work 

at present. The Parish Council apologises for any 

inconvenience that the periodic absence of the 

websites might be caus- ing and it is our intention 

to have both sites back up and running properly dur-

ing May. We are taking advantage of the  down-

time to completely re-design the Parish Council site to make it more attractive, infor-

mative and, hopefully, easier to use. We would encourage you all to visit the sites 

when they are re-launched next month—and would welcome your views and feed-

back about how you have found the changes—and any further improvements that 

you would like to see.  

  

  

SOPLEY     SOPLEY     

PARISH PARISH 

COUNCIL   COUNCIL   

ANNUAL ANNUAL 

GENERAL GENERAL 

MEETING & MEETING & 

ANNUAL     ANNUAL     

ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLY 

20122012  

THURSDAY MAY 17th at 7.30pm in the PARISH HALL.THURSDAY MAY 17th at 7.30pm in the PARISH HALL.  

After the conclusion of a brief session of formal business, the Annual Assembly provides 

an opportunity for Parishioners to raise for general discussion any matters or suggestions 

that may be of concern or interest to the wider community. The meeting will then be ad-

dressed by our guest speaker for 2012 - Mr Gareth Owens from the ’New Forest Remem-

bers’ Project which is recording the events of 1939-45 as experienced by local residents.    

If you have any photographs, artefacts or memories from Sopley during WW11 that you 

would like to share on May 17th, please bring them along - they could contribute to a   

fascinating evening !    Light refreshments will be available after Mr Owens presentation.  
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Superfast Broadband – Sopley Needs You! 
 

Over the past couple of years the Government has charged county councils with facilitating the roll-out of 
‘superfast’ broadband to 90% of the population by 2015. This means that by 2015, 90% of the population 
should be able to access broadband services at speeds in excess of 24Mb/sec, and the remaining 10% will 
have at least 2Mb/sec. At the moment, most residents in Sopley Parish have very slow access speeds—
typically somewhere between 0.5 – 3Mb/sec, depending how close to / far from the Bransgore exchange 

your telephone line is. Some areas in the New Forest can’t get Broadband at all. 

 

Why is  Superfast Broadband important?  
 

As increasing numbers of people across the country get faster connections to the Internet, more and more 
services will be delivered by high-speed broadband. Whilst most of us are now accustomed to using the 
internet for some online shopping and banking, in the near future, many more services - such as video & TV 
entertainment, communication and security monitoring - will be delivered online. Homes in areas that do 
not have superfast broadband access will not be able to make full use of these services and, at present, in-

stallation priority is being given to densely populated urban areas over rural communities like Sopley. If we 
are unable to persuade the authorities to bring superfast broadband to this area we could be left in an infor-
mation ‘Stone Age’ - which will have a significant and negative impact on the services we are able to access, 

the ability of local businesses to compete in the marketplace - and possibly even the value of our homes. 

 

WhAT IS  THE S ITUATION IN Hampshire & THE NEW 

FOREST?  
 

Hampshire County Council have secured a Government grant of £5M and matched it with a further £5M of 
their own funds to facilitate the installation of superfast broadband services in communities that have not 
already been prioritised by BT and Virgin. This should ensure that around 90% of Hampshire will eventually 
have Superfast access. However, because of the sparsely populated nature of the New Forest, it is thought 
that only 60% of households in the Forest will benefit and Sopley Parish has currently been placed in an 
“undecided” category. This means that we are not assured of getting Superfast Broadband, but there is a 

way that we could still tip the balance in our favour. 

 

How Can I  Help Sopley TO Get Superfast Broad-

band? 
 

The more people from each small community that register an interest in superfast broadband with HCC the 
better they can justify the investment - principally because they can demonstrate and quantify the level of 
demand for the service being provided. If you have access to the Internet, please go to www.hants.gov.uk/
broadband and register your interest in getting superfast broadband in Sopley by clicking on the green “join 

the campaign” box. Alternatively you can telephone 01329 225398 and register your interest that way. 

 

What If We Still Miss Out? 

 

There is also a Rural Community Broadband Fund available - which some New Forest communities are hop-
ing to be able to tap into. The available funding is not huge and to apply requires the involvement of (and 
match funding from) local businesses. The amount of preparation work is challenging, and the time avail-
able to express an interest is getting short. If you think that you would be able to contribute to the team 

that’s putting that together the RCBF bid for the New Forest (they need help and support in IT expertise, 

grant application, marketing and funding) then please let us know and we will connect you with the group. 

 

Thank you for your support - let’s not get left behind! 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/broadband
http://www.hants.gov.uk/broadband
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Desitech moves to Avon! 
Desitech is a Creative Product Design Consultancy that helps to take products or ideas to market. 

We have recently relocated to the converted Old 
Cart Shed on Court Farm at the junction of the 
Avon Causeway and Ringwood Road and would 
like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves 
to the local community.  

At Desitech we work with people to design, manu-
facture and promote their business whether it is a 
small ‘work from home’ venture or a fully fledged 
trading company.  

Some of the services we offer are Product Design 
and Development, Project Management, Proto-
types, Web Design, Packaging and Marketing, 
Manufacturing Sub-Contract, Business Support, 
Intellectual Property Consultancy (Patents and 
Registered Designs), Web Shop Facility to name 
but a few.  

We offer a free two hour confidential consultation to discuss ideas, present the opportunities and put for-
ward the options. Our customers have ranged from the Aerospace, Medical and Defence markets to Dust-
bin Bag Holders and Skipping Rope Handles. 

Our philosophy is to work with our customers to supply the support they need in their particular situation. 
We have over thirty five years experience in design and manufacture and can help to either launch a new 
product or to revitalise an existing one. We focus on tailoring the solution to suit your application, keeping 
costs within budget and recommendations that optimise the resources available.  

Your requirement could be manufactured components, internet based sales through web promotions or 
packaging optimisation for enhanced appeal. The important thing is that you are in the driving seat. We 
offer the options and you decide on the route. We offer sub-contract and assembly facilities at The Old 
Cart Shed and to find out more about what we do, please feel free to pop in and say hello, or visit our 
website, www.desitech.co.uk 

In addition to Desitech, there are three other associated Companies now based at the Old Cart Shed : 

SB Business Support - SBBS 

Also in the Old Cart Shed is SB Business Support.  
Principal Sally Bennetts offers financial services and 
mentoring to struggling or new enterprises.  Support 
for loan applications to banks and tax advice are in 
high demand.  Sally also specialises in negotiating 
settlements with HMRC in respect of debts and dis-
putes. 

Many businesses just need a sounding board for 
their ideas and plans which will challenge their 
thoughts and provide practical advice.  Sally has 
over 25 years experience in various business arenas 
that give her a wealth of knowledge to draw on for 
the benefit of her clients. Acting as a non-executive 
director, Sally brings that expertise to the board 
room of many SME’s. SB Business Support is asso-
ciated with the Institute for Independent Business 
which enables Sally to tap into a world-wide network 
of business consultants in every conceivable busi-
ness activity. To discuss any business problem or 
concern please do pop in for a chat and see how 
SBBS can help you; or call Sally on 01425 675021. 

The Poppitt Company 

The Poppitt Company, which manu-
factures deblistering devices for 
popping tablets out of foil packag-
ing, runs it’s operation from the Old 
Cart Shed. The machines are spe-
cifically designed to assist with the 
deblistering of tablets, either by 
pharmacies or by individuals who 
are elderly or suffering from arthritis 
or rheumatism (www.poppitts.com) 

Ezy Reach 

Ezy-Reach Limited produces removal 
tools for extracting most types of re-
cessed light bulbs from ceilings. This 
often eliminates the need for step lad-
ders and provides a safe and easy 
means of changing or replacing light 
bulbs. (www.Ezy-Reach.co.uk) 

The Desitech Team in their new premises at the Old Cart Shed, Court 

Farm, Avon. 
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Feast and Fiesta with new local Paella Catering Company. 

Sopley-based business Idelica Ltd has been trading in speciality Spanish foods since 

2010 when half-Spanish, half-English owner Emma Lopez moved back to the area from 

London, leaving behind a busy career in publishing. The idea for Idelica came about after 

the birth of Emma’s first baby in 2005, when food and family became very important 

things in life again. Emma is very happy that she made the decision to move to Sopley - 

close to friends and family in her hometown of Bournemouth - to start her Spanish foods 

business and she has lost no time in promoting the enjoyment of foreign food cultures 

and influences alongside the celebration of fine local produce. 

In 2011 Emma decided to invest in the business of making Giant Paellas alongside 

sales of her Spanish Deli wares at local food festivals in Hampshire and Dorset - and 

she has since fed over 2000 people ! In that time Emma has learnt a lot about what 

people love about Paella. She says: “Paella offers a party more than simple catering – 
the sight and smell of an authentically-cooked Paella developing at the hands of a 
confident cook is pure theatre, whether the pan is big enough for fifteen or 150. It’s 
not fast food as it takes about an hour to cook, but it’s a nourishing, satisfying and 
delicious dish that can be served to lots of people quickly and cleanly. And this is a 
good thing because after an hour of watching its creation, everyone gets excited 
and gathers round when it’s ready - it’s a true feast that gets people talking and shar-
ing their enjoyment of good food.”  

MAKE A LOCAL PARTY OR EVENT A FEAST OR FIESTA! 

This year, Emma wants to encourage people locally to invite her to cater at their party or event, and she is offering a choice of 

‘Feast ‘ or ‘Fiesta’ catering depending on the type of event customers wish to hold. She is also giving anyone who books a party to 

be held in Sopley Parish and pays their deposit by 30 May 2012, an extra 5% off Idelica’s standard prices when they mention this 

article. Dates are limited and bookings are being taken now - so get in touch soon. Call 01425 350 350 or email 

emma@idelica.com. 

Idelica’s ‘Feast Catering’ starts at £12.95 per head for a Feast-sized portion of Chicken and Chorizo Paella and a side of rustic bread 

and fine dipping olive oil, served up to a minimum of 20 people. Other meats, fish and vegetarian varieties of paellas are available 

and so are other tempting tapas and side dishes. Emma’s home-made sangria makes an excellent welcome drink and she has re-

cently sourced a selection of rare Spanish table wines from local importers. Please call Emma to arrange a meeting to discuss your 

requirements : her aim is to be sensitive, proactive, flexible and well-priced - and please be aware that discounts are available for 

larger bookings. The cost of Feast Catering will always include disposable, biodegradable dinner plates and forks, and for a small 

extra hire charge Emma can arrange china plates and stainless steel cutlery.  

If you are holding a home or work party or a fundraising or sports event and want less 

formal, less expensive, smaller portion catering but with the same wow-factor, Idelica 

offers ‘Fiesta Catering’. Idelica can come to your home and cook up Paella in a 60cm 

Pan and serve 30 ‘fiesta’ portions in the disposable, biodegradable bowls used at festi-

vals. For a Chicken and Chorizo Paella that will cost just £275. For larger parties and 

events the price per person reduces: the Paella in a 90cm Pan serving 75 people costs 

£650, and in a 115cm Pan serving an incredible 150 people it costs £1200. Each fiesta 

portion is about two thirds the size of the feast portion but is still filling, nourishing 

and delicious, and can be offered alongside other tapas that Idelica can supply or 

other food that you as the host might be laying on too. In this way, Emma hopes more 

people can get to enjoy her Paella at local parties and events. 

Whether it is feast or fiesta style Paella Catering you are after, everything with Idelica is meticulously and generously prepared 

with high quality ingredients, cooked to Emma’s delicious Spanish family recipe and served with great pride and professionalism.  

To try Idelica’s Fiesta Chicken and Chorizo Paella for £5, look out for Idelica’s Paella Catering stand at one of the many local food 

festivals in 2012. The season kicks off with the Christchurch Food Festival on 12
th

 and 13
th

 May.  

 

DELI SALES LOCALLY AND ONLINE AT IDELICA.COM 

As well as helping to boost festival sales of her fine Spanish oils, vinegars, paella ingredients and various types and sizes of paella 

pans, her increasing focus on the paella side of her business has motivated Emma to develop an extensive range of paella gift sets 

that have been great sellers nationwide on her online shop at idelica.com, especially over Christmas. The advantage for people 

local to Sopley is that they can browse, order and pay for products easily and comfortably online at idelica.com and arrange with 

Emma to collect their order by phone or email, rather than having to pay for delivery or having to shop further afield. Emma also 

supplies some of the products she imports wholesale to delis and restaurants - please contact her for further details. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Emma Lopez 
Idelica Ltd 
3 Sopley  
Dorset  
BH23 7AZ 
Tel 01425 350350  
Mob 07932 677255  

For updates of food festivals and new products: 

go to idelica.com and sign up to receive the ide-

lica newsletter . You can also follow idelica on 

facebook  and emma_idelica on twitter.  
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Avon Tyrrell Estate 

As ever, the past 12 months seem to have flown by and have been extremely busy. 
On the farming front, the farm has settled down into it’s rotation of wheat (mainly), 
herbage and pigs. Simon Butler from Shirley Farm has taken on some of the ground 
formerly farmed by Joyce Stainer at Thorney Hill and with his customary skill and hard 
work is making it look immaculate.  
 
The construction of the irrigation reservoir is moving into its final phase (at last!). The 
southern end of the site will be restored to agriculture and the lake itself, which will be 
rectangular in shape (at the behest of the Civil Aviation Authority) will occupy the 
northern end of the site. The new hedge along Whittle's track leading to the site is 
growing well. A further section has been planted up this year leading down to the lay-
by entrance at Avon Bends. I have plans to fell some small areas of conifers and re-
plant with native hard woods (as I have done elsewhere) but more of that next year. 
 
We have two major building projects underway this year - the rebuilding of North Rip-
ley Farm House and 21 Ripley. In many ways, change to familiar sights is often unset-
tling - but I firmly believe that the replacement buildings will be a significant improve-
ment. 
 
The joint initiative between the Parish Council and the Estate to improve and extend 
the footpath network in the Parish has at long last passed all the legal formalities and, 
by early May, walkers using Footpaths 16, 17 and 30 adjacent to Thatchers Lane, Rip-
ley will be able to enjoy the new and diverted routes. Furthermore, they will be able to 
do so without having to scramble over numerous stiles, most of which are currently 
being replaced with new kissing gates. My thanks go both to the Parish and County 
Councils for their perseverance and assistance in seeing this work through to it’s con-
clusion. 

Keith Manley (pictured left) ), who started work on the Estate in 
1975, retires this year from full time keepering. He and Jane 
will continue to live in the parish so we will still be seeing lots of 
them.  

As well as providing terrific sport, Keith has planned and as-
sisted with much of the hedge and tree planting which has 
helped so much to preserve and enhance the beauty of the 
area. He also  reintroduced English Partridges to the Estate and 
last year saw them breeding successfully in the wild for the first 
time.  

Keith is succeeded by Wayne Barrow - who will need no intro-
duction to many of you. 
 

Lastly, there are new faces at the New Queen where Rob and 
Anna have recently arrived from running a very successful pub 

in Weymouth - so I am praying for fine summer days for the pub and rain at night for 
the farms!  

 Willie Manners. 

Photograph by kind permission 

of Tom Hartley. 
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Sopley Neighbourhood Watch  

The Sopley Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators are Derek Slade (Sopley Village) 

and Pauline Kenchington (Avon & Ripley).  
 

If you wish to report any suspicious activity, or need information or advice  

about crime prevention and the work of the neighbourhood watch,  

please contact Derek (01425 672993) or Pauline (01425 672638)  

 who will be pleased to assist you.  

BISTERNE VILLAGE NEWS 

Our friends and colleagues in the neighbouring village of Bisterne have another busy 

year of social and fundraising events ahead of them and a warm welcome will be ex-

tended to visitors from Sopley who would like to attend these - or any of the other regu-

lar classes and activities that they organise at their Village Hall. Bisterne have asked us 

if we could publicise the following forthcoming events for them - which we are very 

happy to do : 
 

May 12th & 13th - Stable Family Home Trust Gardens open to the public 

14:00 - 17:30 (National Garden Scheme) 

May 15th - Carriage Driving for the Disabled in the Grounds of Bisterne 

Manor (am) 

June 3rd - Royal Jubilee Picnic by Bisterne Avon  

July 18th - 20th - Stable Family Home Trust Gardens open to the public 

14:00 - 17:30 (National Garden Scheme) 

July 28th - Stable Family Home Trust Summer Fair 11:00 - 16:30 

August 18th - September 2nd - Annual Scarecrow Festival 

September 8th - Marquee Barn Dance & Hog Roast at Bisterne Manor 

(£10.00 admission for adults, £5.00 for children) 

Apollo Private Hire Taxis 

Friendly and reliable local services and airport transfers. Wheelchair accessible vehicles available .    

For bookings : Telephone 01425 475078  



 

26 

MOORLANDS COLLEGE 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope that you will have recently enjoyed a very Happy Easter ! 

 

I suspect that many of us heard the speeches by both leaders of the respected Lower and Upper Houses of 
Parliament upon the occasion of the dedication of a special window in Westminster Palace to mark the 
Queen’s sixty years on the throne.  They were followed by a brilliant and witty response by Her Majesty.  
Amongst the memorable sentences she uttered, I was particularly struck by the number of Acts of Parlia-
ment she has signed during her reign, some 3,500.  That approximates to some sixty a year.  I wonder how 
many of us could name more than a dozen or two of those said Acts, many of which directly impinge on 
our everyday lives? 

 

Sometimes Christianity is viewed as if it were just a long list of dos and don’ts.  Rather interestingly, the 
rabbis computed that there were only 613 laws given by God in the Torah, 365 along the lines of ‘don’t do 
this’ (one for every day of the year?), and 245 positives, ‘do this’ etc.  The Ten Commandments (can you 
name them?) are really a summation of those laws.  Jesus even more tersely summed up the Law in terms 
of “Love God” and “Love your neighbour as yourself”.  Some folk believe that by ‘getting rid of religion’ 
human beings become ‘free’.  Really?  It is an interesting discussion point to note that as Christian religion 
has declined within the British Isles, what we now have is not less law and less legislation but just the op-
posite (we won’t even mention European directives!). 

 

I am not suggesting that we do not need Acts of Parliament about a whole range of subjects.  As Dr Martin 
Luther King put it, “Morality cannot be legislated but behaviour can be regulated.  Judicial decrees may 
not change hearts but they can restrict the heartless”.  It seems to me, although I realise others disagree, 
that when God is banished, actually we need more and more legislation to curb the ‘heartless’.  Just think 
how much easier Her Majesty’s task would have been if she had presided over a kingdom where people 
loved God and loved each other.  That would be heaven on earth!  Of course, that is why Christians believe 
that the events we celebrate round Easter concerning the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus are 
ultimately to bring about a heaven on earth.  In the meanwhile, as we continue to encourage our students 
to do here at Moorlands, to love God and your neighbour as yourself is real law, the law of love. 

May God bless you and yours, and grant us all the grace to use our days wisely and well. 
 

Rev Dr Steve Brady, College Principal. 

Another Diamond Celebration for 2012  !!!!! 
 

John & Marjorie Causley will be celebrating their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in 2012.  They married on 7

th
 June 1952 in Poole Registry office  

and have lived in Sopley Parish since 1964. All of their friends and neighbours in 
Ripley would like to offer them their warmest congratulations.  
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ST MICHAELS AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH, SOPLEY 

The church extends a warm welcome to all and serves the Parish of 

Sopley, which includes the villages of Sopley, Avon, Hurn,  Ripley and 

Shirley. Our weekly services are as follows:  

1st Sunday 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 11am Mattins 

2nd Sunday 11am Sung Eucharist 

3rd Sunday 11am Family Eucharist 

4th Sunday 11am Sung Eucharist  

The Incumbent Priest: Father Malcolm Surman can be contacted at The 

Vicarage, Preston Lane, Burton (Tel 01202 489807) to arrange Baptisms, 

Weddings, Thanksgivings, Blessings & Funerals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St Michaels & All Angels is a beautiful medieval church which offers a peaceful 

atmosphere for quiet contemplation. We would also invite you to enjoy the peel 

of our bells on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays of each month.  

FRIENDS OF SOPLEY CHURCH  
The Friends of Sopley Church was set up in 1979 as a registered charity for the purpose of helping to maintain 
our very old and beautiful church. We have a small committee of eight and over 100 members.  We are continu-
ally working hard to raise funds - mainly by holding social events to which everyone is very welcome (the details 
are always advertised on the Parish Notice boards). In the not too distant future we are hoping to raise enough 
money to restore the Mural above the Chancel Arch - which was painted by a local artist, John Emms. With this in 
mind, local historian Georgina Babey is coming to the Church to give a free talk on John Emms and other New 

Forest artists at 3.00pm on April 29
th

 so come along if you can. 

The following events have been planned for the coming year: 

Sunday 29
th

 April 3 pm. Talk on New Forest artists followed by Tea & Cake. – Sopley Church. 

Saturday 9
th

 June 12 noon.  Summer Lunch -Thorney Hill Community Centre. 

Sunday 8
th

 July 1 pm.  BBQ - Middle Ripley Farmhouse. 

Saturday 18
th

 August 2 pm Band Concert - The Old Vicarage, Sopley 

Saturday 29
th

 September 7 pm Skittles - Thorney Hill Community Centre 

Saturday 15
th

 December 11 am Sherry & Mince pies - The Old Vicarage, Sopley. 

If you would like to become a member of  the Friends please contact our Treasurer Anne Collins on 01425 

674204 for further details. 

Jackie Gibson (Secretary) 



 

28 

 

PARISH  FOOTPATH  WALKS  2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to see more of the 4,800 acres of countryside that 

comprise Sopley Parish, why not join us on our guided parish walks.  

This year they will be taking place on  : 
 

Sunday  April 15th Meeting at Priest’s Lane, Sopley at 3.00pm 

Sunday  May 13th  Meeting at Sopley Primary School, Ripley at 3.00pm  

Sunday June 10th Meeting at 13 Bennett’s Lane, North Ripley at 

3.00pm 

Sunday  July 8th Meeting at Shirley Recreation Ground at 3.00pm 

Sunday  August 12th  From Sabines Corner Lay-by, Avon at 3.00pm 

Sunday Sept 16th Meeting at Priest’s Lane, Sopley at 3.00pm 

Sunday  October 14th From Sopley Primary School, Ripley at 3.00pm     

Sunday  November 11th From 13 Bennett’s Lane, North Ripley at 

3.00pm 

      All parishioners and their friends are  welcome to join us on any of the walks   

(dogs on leads please) - which generally take around one and a half hours to com-

plete. The walks usually end with some light refreshments - in return for which we 

ask for a small charitable  contribution. Last year’s walks raised a total of £65.00 

- which was donated to The Stable Family Home Trust at Bisterne. Special thanks 

must go to Gwen Barrow, Gordon & Aileen Hickish and Nicky & Neil Passmore for 

their kind hospitality. 

If you have any questions about the 2012 Parish Walks, please contact Norman 

Hiscock, Footpath Co-Ordinator on 01425  674206.  
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   THE NEW QUEEN – AVON 

 

For those who don’t know ...… 

The New Queen is a relaxed family public 

house with a garden and play area that sits 

right on the river Avon. It has excellent wines 

and a good selection of Lagers and Ales includ-

ing seasonal options. The New Queen has a 

restaurant and relaxed bar area where food is 

served daily from 12:00pm 

Recently appointed as General Managers at the 
New Queen, Rob Marsh and Anna Arndell 
have been working for Hall and Woodhouse 
for nearly four years. The New Queen is Rob 
and Anna’s first general management position 
together and following their arrival at the start 
of February they are looking forward to becom-
ing part of the community.  This is a busy but 
exciting time for the couple as Rob and Anna 
are also expecting their first child in early May.  

The New Queen hosts a Quiz Night each 
Wednesday evening starting at 8:00pm - which 
is a great way to try to get your brain back into 
gear halfway through the working week ! A 
charity quiz held on March 23

rd
 2012 raised 

£267.00 for Naomi House Children’s Hospice 
(which is Hall and Woodhouse’s nominated 
charity for 2011-12). A Jubilee garden party will 
be held at The New Queen in June and the 
team are keen to hold monthly events both for 
the community and the charity.  Rob, Anna and 
their colleagues are looking forward to meeting 
you all so please pop in and say hello to them 
when you are next passing. 

AVON TAXIS LTD 
Local & Long Distance Journeys including Airports and Seaports. 

TELEPHONE  01202 478481 or 07703 512361 
Proprietor Malcolm Collins, Park Close, Burton. 

You can check out their website 
www.newqueenavon.co.uk. for all the latest 
events and to book a table. Alternatively, give 
them a call on 01425 672432 or send an email  
newqueen.christchurch@hall-woodhouse.co.uk 

Owl's Barn Farm Shop 

Located in Derritt Lane, Sopley, Owls Barn is run by husband and wife team 

Ron & Liz Lakey. Founder Members of the New Forest Marque scheme, they 

produce and market their own traditionally reared beef and lamb but also sup-

ply locally sourced fruit and vegetables and New Forest free range meat 

products, game and venison (when in season).  Open Tuesday to Saturday 9.00– 5.00 (3.00pm Sat)    

Phone : 01425 672239   Email: shop@owlsbarn.com   Website :  www.owlsbarn.com 

http://www.newqueenavon.co.uk
mailto:newqueen.christchurch@hall-woodhouse.co.uk
mailto:shop@owlsbarn.com
http://www.owlsbarn.com
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************************************************************************************************************ 

Sopley Farm Pick Your Own 

Open between May and October, and with fruit and vegetable fields in both Derritt Lane, Sopley 

and on the A35 near the Cat and Fiddle Inn at Hinton , Sopley Farm supplies a wide range of deli-

cious local PYO and ready-picked soft fruit and in-season vegetables including their prized Sopley 

asparagus - the 2012 harvesting of which will shortly be underway ! 

Sopley Farm PYO 

Derritt Lane, Sopley 

BH23 7AZ 

Phone 01425 672451 

************************************************************************************************* 

Sopley Salads 

Dennis and Zhivka Tanner grow a wide variety of seasonal vegetables and salad crops on their farm 

in Priest’s Lane, Sopley.  They sell their produce direct to the public through the local farmers mar-

kets network - including Christchurch Market on Mondays and Wimborne Market every Friday.  

Sopley Salads 

Badgers Farm, Priests Lane, Sopley  

Phone 01425 674150  E.mail: sopleysalads@btinternet.com 

************************************************************************************************* 

The Woolpack Inn.  
Occupying a landmark thatched cottage situated at the heart of Sopley village, the Woolpack is a cosy 17th Century Inn 

steeped in fascinating history. At the Woolpack you will find a welcoming atmosphere, with friendly staff serving generous 

portions of home-made food from an innovative and varied blackboard menu with daily specials. Inside are two beamed bar 

areas and a light and airy conservatory dinning area overlooking the stream. Outside is a delightful terrace garden, just 

perfect for lazy summer days.  

Contact The Woolpack Inn  

Sopley  

Hampshire BH23 7AX  

Phone 01425 672 252   

Email: info@woolpacksopley.co.uk   

Website: www.woolpackinnsopley.co.uk   
  
 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

 Tyrrells Ford Country Inn & Hotel 
A very warm welcome awaits visitors to this lovely 18th Century Manor House Hotel set in 8 acres of beautifully peaceful 

grounds in the Avon Valley. In addition to the popular public bar, patio and 

restaurant areas, the Tyrrells Ford also boasts a magnificent minstrels gallery 

lounge which is licensed for Civil Weddings. The fourteen en-suite bedrooms 

are individually furnished and many have views over the surrounding lawns. The 

bar and restaurant serves both snacks and main meals daily and the hotel fa-

cilities are also available for conferences and banqueting.  

Contact Tyrrells Ford Hotel 

Avon 

Hampshire BH23 7BH 

Phone 01425 672646 Website: www.tyrellsford.co.uk  

mailto:info@woolpacksopley.co.uk
http://www.tyrellsford.co.uk
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MOT Centre, Repairs, Servicing & Welding 

Friendly service from your local family-run Garage 

Opening times Mon - Fri 8:00 to 17:30  Sat 8:00 to 12.30.  

Telephone: 01425 673696 Fax: 01425 674440  

Email: Sopley.garage@btconnect.com          www.sopleygarage.co.uk  

 Norman Hiscock MINI EXCAVATOR WORK —Fully insured  

 LANDSCAPING 

 GRAVEL DRIVES 

 DITCHING (LOW RATES) 

 DRAINAGE 

 SITE CLEARANCE 

 HOUSE FOOTINGS—OVERSIGHTS 

 3 TON AVAILABLE 

26 Ripley, Nr Christchurch, Dorset  01425 674206  

 

D. SHUTLERSHUTLERSHUTLER   

AGRICULTURAL & FENCING CONTRACTORAGRICULTURAL & FENCING CONTRACTORAGRICULTURAL & FENCING CONTRACTOR   

Agricultural and Domestic Fencing  

Field/Paddock Maintenance  

Hedge Cutting, Muck Heap removal / Spreading  

3 Ton Digger Hire and Driver  

Ploughing /cultivation, Spraying  

6M Grass Harrows (with over-seeder)  

Square bailing / wrapping (Small and Large) 

Tel: 01425 673973  Mob: 07870404513  

*****************************************************************************************************************
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Parish Councillors 

Chairman*  

Cllr Andrew Rawstron 

17, Sopley, Christchurch, BH23 7AX 

01425 672033 
 

Vice Chairman* 

Cllr John Eccles 

Bladen Cottage, Burnt House Lane, 

Bransgore, BH23 8AL 

01425 673022 
 

Cllr Daniel Shutler 

64 Fish St, Ripley, Bransgore 

Christchurch, BH23 8EU 

01425 673973 
 

Cllr Robin Pease 

Tyrrells Farmhouse, Avon Tyrrell, 

Bransgore, Christchurch, BH23 8EW 

01425 674684 

 

Cllr Arthur Westmacott 

65 Fish Street, Ripley, Bransgore,        

Christchurch, BH23 8EU 

01425 673302 
 

Cllr Colin Springate 

Shirley Cottage, Shirley, Bransgore,     

Christchurch, BH23 8EQ 

01425 673506 
 

Cllr Caroline Paul. 

71 Ringwood Rd, Avon, Christchurch,   

BH23 7BQ 

01425 672947 

* The Offices of Chairman and Vice Chair-

man of the Parish Council for the coming 

year, together with the composition of the 

various Council Committees, are decided by 

Council vote at the Annual General Meeting 

of the Council—which will be held on May 

17th 2012, immediately preceding the     

Annual Parish Assembly  
 

Sopley Parish Hall (Bookings)  

Ann Ramm 01425 674668 

Sopley School  

01425 672343 

Stepping Stones—Pre-School  

Caroline Paul 07867 521583 

Stepping Stones-Baby & Toddler Group          

Jane Rickman 01425 672327 

Parish Footpath Walks 

Norman Hiscock 01425 674206 

St Michaels & All Angels Parish Church  

Rev Malcolm Surman 01202 489807 

Where can you find out more about the Parish Council?  

Parish Noticeboards are located in Sopley Village at the Parish Hall 

and in the layby adjacent to Sopley Forge, in Ripley next to the phone 

box/post box, in Avon by the old forge at the entrance to London Lane 

and in Ringwood Rd, Shirley next to Letterbox Cottage. 

Parish Council Meetings are held every 2 months - usually on the third 

Thursday of the month - and are open to all Parishioners and inter-

ested parties. Meeting dates, venues and agenda details are posted on 

the notice boards and the parish website (www.sopley.gov.uk). The 

website also contains lots of useful local links to businesses, local   

authorities and community groups and organisations.  

USEFUL NUMBERS, CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

Parish Clerk - Mr Gerald Lewis 

Chapel Cottage, Ripley, Christchurch, Dorset.       

BH23 8ES 

01425 672047 

Parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk 

The Parish Clerk is employed on a part-time basis, working 12 hrs per 

week. Within reason, he is happy to be contacted by Parishioners by phone 

or e.mail at any time - and will respond to enquiries as quickly as possible. 

 

Your County & District Council Representatives are : 

Hampshire County Council 

Cllr Steve Rippon-Swaine 01425 477131 

E.mail steve.rippon-swaine@hants.gov.uk 

 New Forest District Council 

Cllr Barbara Woodifield 07966 543446 

E.mail barbara.woodifield@newforest.gov.uk 
  


